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The Plant Conservation Alliance’s Alien Plant Working Group Presents...
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2001 Calendar

Alien Plant Invaders of Natural Areas

http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien
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Russian-Olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia)
IS an aggressive shrub that can grow to
i 30 feet in height. Its stems, buds,
.~ and leaves have a dense covering
_-;f of silvery to rusty scales. Itinvades
- fields and other sunny habitats in NS/ 4
" the central United States where it "ot
displaces native vegetation, reduces bird diversity,
taxes water reserves, and
Interferes with plant succession
R and nutrient cycling. It was widely
russanae mesmonmareoat,wonng.—— lanted for wildlife habitat.

Photos by John M. Randall

What are “Weeds Gone Wild”?

Weeds Gone Wild are plants introduced into new areas outside their native ranges that have become invasive in
natural habitats. Introduced plants are also referred to as alien, exotic, non-native, and non-indigenous. Native plants
occur in a particular habitat and ecosystem as a result of natural forces, excluding human activities. Invasive plants
crowd out native species when introduced to new habitats. They reproduce and spread rapidly because they lack the
natural controls present in their native lands.

For more information on the identification and management of invasive plants affecting natural areas, including fact
sheets for all of the species highlighted in this calendar, take a look at our website (http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien).

Weeds Gone Wild: Alien Plant Invaders of Natural Areas is a web-based project of the Alien Plant Working
Group that provides information for the general public, land managers, researchers, and others on the serious threat and
impacts of invasive alien plants to the native flora, fauna, and natural ecosystems of the United States. The site provides:

« An invasive plant list for the United States « lllustrated fact sheets with control options
« Background on the problem including terminology « Invasive species internet links
« And much more!

The Alien Plant Working Group provides public education, invasive plant management advice, networking, regional
support, and policy guidance. For more details, please refer to the group’s “Action Agenda for Invasive Plants” available
on the website.

Invasive plant meetings, workshops, and other events are provided on the Weeds Gone Wild online calendar
(http://www.eventcal.net/weeds_gone_wild). If you have an important invasive plant meeting, training, workshop or
other event you'd like included on this calendar, please send an email to the Alien Plant Working Group Chairperson,
jil_swearingen@nps.gov.
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Giant Reed (Arundo donax) invades
wetlands and stream channels in the
west and elsewhere. It displaces native 4%
vegetation, degrades wildlife habitat, and |
Interferes with flood control. It can grow g
to over 20 feet in height, outcompeting

and suppressing natives. Giant reed spreads
vegetatively with root and plant fragments floating
downstream to start new infestations. It tolerates a
= wide variety of conditions,

| iIncluding high salinity. It ignites

N — easily and can create intense fires.

Margarita, Camp Pendleton, CA. Photos by John M. Randall
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Japanese Stilt Grass (Microstegium
vimineum) is an annual, shade-tolerant
. grass that invades
forests wetlands, roadsides and
other habitats in the eastern United
States. It is often associated with

disturbance events, including those A
caused by heavy white-tailed deer FEE
and vehicle traffic. Introduced &%
around 1919, it may have @
accidentally escaped from its use as

a packing material for porcelain.
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Salt Cedars (Tamarix species) are fire-
adapted species that invade riparian habitats
In the Southwest. It disrupts the structure and

- stability of native plant com-

munities and degrades native

wildlife habitat by outcompeting

and replacing native

plants, monopolizing
limited sources of water, and increasing
the frequency, intensity and effect of fires
and floods. It was introduced to as an
ornamental shrub in the early 1800'’s.

Photos by Jil M. Swearingen (left & upper right) and Ray Carruthers (bottom right)
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Velvet Tree (Miconia calvescens) is an
evergreen tree which invades neotropical g ===
forest ecosystems in Hawaii. Each tree can " 4g#
produce an estimated 3 million seeds several g
® times each year. Growing to about SSsss_Sas
50 feet when mature, it forms thick stands

N which create a dense canopy of shade that
b0 native plants cannot tolerate, but [IEEEE
§ its own seedlings can. Its shallow &

root system leads to dramatic and §
destructive soil erosion. It was brought to
Hawali in 1960 as an ornamental plant.

Photos courtesy of the Hawaiian Ecosystems at Risk Program (http://www.hear.org)
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Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria)
Invades moist habitats, such as freshwater
wetlands, ditches, and ponds. It displaces
native vegetation and degrades wildlife habitat by
forming dense, homogeneous stands. Asingle mature
plant may have as many as thirty flowerlng stems

capable of producing an estimated 2-3 |
million tiny seeds a year. Biological
control using introduced beetles is

helping to reduce the vast
- - stands of this plant in northern
ransversovias SLALES.
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